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VSat-a-plenty

industry update – in the news

The original idea was to introduce a new VSat service being
launched by Radio Holland at the Monaco show, then along
came another and then yet another (not totally new or Vsat
but nevertheless worthy of attention). And then there were
three!

Radio Holland
Radio Holland has a very widely spread worldwide sales and
service network; it was this that drove in part their acquisition
by Imtech. They are introducing a VSat service called
Connector that will profit from that network. The coverage is
wide, clearly aimed at a yacht that travels beyond Med waters

and would be particularly suitable for a world cruiser. The
system is contended with a ratio of 7 to 1. Three speed levels
are offered at 128/128, 128/256 and 256/512 with a
guarantee of 2, 4 and 8 voice lines even at maximum
contention. The worst-case scenario is that the speed will be
one seventh of the speeds quoted above. There is in addition a
Fair Access Policy (FAP) applied which basically limits data hogs
to give all fair access to the service. The system uses either a
Ku Band Seatel 4006 antenna or a C Band 9797 one. The
former allows coverage of most sea routes and yachting
destinations via SES Global satellites. The C Band provides
world coverage except the Polar Regions through Intelsat
birds. Modems are 8 port by iDirect with 24 port switches by
Cisco. The modem may be remotely managed and
incorporates a number of measures to enhance service such as
voice compression and bandwidth optimisation. Installation,
airtime and a global maintenance programme are all part of
the one-stop-shop package, which can be purchased or –
unusually – leased over a three- or five-year period. When
changing footprint, the only thing to be done on board is (and
only in some cases) to exchange the LNBs then acquire the
new satellite. Radio Holland is working on fully automating
that process using a wide band LNB and automated uploads of
new option files. 
www.radioholland.nl

Wired Ocean
The third system we heard of is one suitable for the Med-based
one-season yacht that wishes occasional connectivity at an
economical cost. It’s called Wired Ocean and although not new
– being launched in ’06 – it only came to our notice recently.
The system uses a TVRO or TV receive only (TVRO) sat dish for
downlink and uplinks via whatever is the least cost available:
GSM, GPRS, Iridium, Inmarsat or even – when alongside –
PSTN or landline. This is not the first unit to use such a
technique but what is unique, Wired Ocean claim, is that it is a
one-box PnP solution. No software need be loaded on board
the yacht’s computers. The 1 U Satellite Broadband Server rack
unit is simply connected to the uplink communications devices
and of course the TVRO dish. A simple RJ 45 port allows the
network access to the internet just as one would, for example,
with an ADSL modem ashore. The server is transparent to mail
systems such as AMOS and a simple web page interface allows
the user on a connected computer to control the uplink and
ensure that the unit is disconnected when not required.
Currently the system used Euro Bird and Hot Bird and will soon
work with Thor 2. Download speeds are up to 512 kbps, uplink
of course depends (as does cost control) on the connection
used at any given time. The on-board unit is remotely
maintainable and updatable by Wired Ocean, runs on Linux
and has a built in firewall. The system has various protocols
built in to reduce cost such as HTTP pre-fetching, DNS and
HTTP caching, TCP acceleration with negative acknowledgment
and lossless compression to improve efficiency. Currently the
system is offered on a volume pricing plan which will suit many
low-usage yachts, and Clive Widdowsdon of AGC – Antibes

based French distributor for Wired Ocean – says they may soon
introduce a monthly on-all-the-time pricing plan. AGC will have
the unit on their stand at MYS. Wired Ocean claim one hour of
internet access (defined as 4.6 to 5 mb down and .4 mb up)
using Wired Ocean down and Inmarsat MPDS up is only
€13.80 compared with €113 where the whole session is 
MPDS only. The system will not normally prevent the users
simultaneously watching the TV service from the satellite being
used to download internet data; for instance Euro Bird is the
same position as Astra 2 Sky, allowing simultaneous internet
and Sky TV. This system will be particularly attractive to yachts
that already have Sat TV above the deck installed and wish a
simple retrofit to gain internet connectivity.
www.wiredocean.com
www.agcmarine.com




